




What was the first sermon series I 
preached when I came to West 

Middlebury?





The Elephant in the Church

• 6/16 – Race 

• 6/23 – Finance 

• 6/30 – Marital Love

• 7/7 – Marital Love Part 2

• 7/14 – Mental Health

• 7/21 – Politics 

• 7/28 – Godly Conflict

• 8/4 – Acceptable Sins



Review

• Moses is Dead

• God Gave Them the Land

• Joshua is told to be Bold because God is with him

• God’s timing and plan brought victory

• Israel’s sin brought defeat

• God is Powerful 



Joshua 12-22

23 So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the 
Lord had spoken to Moses. And Joshua gave it for an 

inheritance to Israel according to their tribal allotments. 
And the land had rest from war.



Joshua 12-22

Now these are the kings of the land whom the people of 
Israel defeated and took possession of their land beyond 

the Jordan toward the sunrise, from the Valley of the 
Arnon to Mount Hermon, with all the Arabah eastward: 2 

Sihon king of the Amorites… 

…to the boundary of Sihon king of Heshbon. 6 Moses, the 
servant of the Lord, and the people of Israel defeated 

them. And Moses the servant of the Lord gave their land 
for a possession to the Reubenites and the Gadites and 

the half-tribe of Manasseh.



Joshua 12-22

And these are the kings of the land whom Joshua and the 
people of Israel defeated on the west side of the Jordan, 
from Baal-gad in the Valley of Lebanon to Mount Halak, 

that rises toward Seir… 

…the king of Tirzah, one: in all, thirty-one kings.



Joshua 12-22

Now Joshua was old and advanced in years, and the 
Lord said to him, “You are old and advanced in years, 

and there remains yet very much land to possess… 

…I myself will drive them out from before the people of 
Israel. Only allot the land to Israel for an inheritance, as I 
have commanded you. 7 Now therefore divide this land 
for an inheritance to the nine tribes and half the tribe of 

Manasseh.”



Joshua 12-22

With the other half of the tribe of Manasseh the 
Reubenites and the Gadites received their inheritance, 

which Moses gave them, beyond the Jordan eastward, as 
Moses the servant of the Lord gave them. 



Joshua 12-22

To the tribe of Levi alone Moses gave no inheritance. The 
offerings by fire to the Lord God of Israel are their 

inheritance, as he said to him.



Joshua 12-22

Then the people of Judah came to Joshua at Gilgal. And 
Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him, “You 

know what the Lord said to Moses the man of God in 
Kadesh-barnea concerning you and me. 7 I was forty years 

old when Moses the servant of the Lord sent me from 
Kadesh-barnea to spy out the land, and I brought him word 
again as it was in my heart. 8 But my brothers who went up 

with me made the heart of the people melt; yet I wholly 
followed the Lord my God. 9 And Moses swore on that day, 

saying, ‘Surely the land on which your foot has trodden 
shall be an inheritance for you and your children forever, 

because you have wholly followed the Lord my God.’



Joshua 12-22

10 And now, behold, the Lord has kept me alive, just as he 
said, these forty-five years since the time that the Lord 
spoke this word to Moses, while Israel walked in the 

wilderness. And now, behold, I am this day eighty-five years 
old. 11 I am still as strong today as I was in the day that 

Moses sent me; my strength now is as my strength was then, 
for war and for going and coming. 12 So now give me this 
hill country of which the Lord spoke on that day, for you 

heard on that day how the Anakim were there, with great 
fortified cities. It may be that the Lord will be with me, and I 

shall drive them out just as the Lord said.”



Joshua 12-22

Then Joshua blessed him, and he gave Hebron to Caleb the 
son of Jephunneh for an inheritance. 14 Therefore Hebron 
became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh the 
Kenizzite to this day, because he wholly followed the Lord, 
the God of Israel. 15 Now the name of Hebron formerly was 

Kiriath-arba. (Arba was the greatest man among the 
Anakim.) And the land had rest from war.



Joshua 12-22

Then the Lord said to Joshua, 2 “Say to the people of Israel, 
‘Appoint the cities of refuge, of which I spoke to you 

through Moses, 3 that the manslayer who strikes any person 
without intent or unknowingly may flee there. They shall be 
for you a refuge from the avenger of blood. 4 He shall flee 
to one of these cities and shall stand at the entrance of the 
gate of the city and explain his case to the elders of that 
city. Then they shall take him into the city and give him a 

place, and he shall remain with them. 



Joshua 12-22

5 And if the avenger of blood pursues him, they shall not 
give up the manslayer into his hand, because he struck his 
neighbor unknowingly, and did not hate him in the past. 6 

And he shall remain in that city until he has stood before the 
congregation for judgment, until the death of him who is 

high priest at the time. Then the manslayer may return to his 
own town and his own home, to the town from which he 

fled.’”



Joshua 12-22

7 So they set apart Kedesh in Galilee in the hill country of 
Naphtali, and Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim, and 
Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in the hill country of Judah.



Joshua 12-22

At that time Joshua summoned the Reubenites and the 
Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh, 2 and said to them, 

“You have kept all that Moses the servant of the Lord 
commanded you and have obeyed my voice in all that I 

have commanded you. 3 You have not forsaken your 
brothers these many days, down to this day, but have been 

careful to keep the charge of the Lord your God. 



Joshua 12-22

4 And now the Lord your God has given rest to your 
brothers, as he promised them. Therefore turn and go to 
your tents in the land where your possession lies, which 

Moses the servant of the Lord gave you on the other side of 
the Jordan. 5 Only be very careful to observe the 

commandment and the law that Moses the servant of the 
Lord commanded you, to love the Lord your God, and to 

walk in all his ways and to keep his commandments and to 
cling to him and to serve him with all your heart and with 

all your soul.” 6 So Joshua blessed them and sent them 
away, and they went to their tents.



Instructions

• Men of war march around the city

• Once per day for 6 days

• 7 Priests blowing 7 horns lead the way

• All the people follow

• On the seventh day

• One final blast then the people shout



So What?

• God rewards obedience

• Justice and Mercy

• Rest


